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Genuine Student Statement Guidelines: 

Your Genuine Student Statement (GSS) should be completed in the template below. You are 

required to respond to BOTH the ‘yes/no’ questions AND the written questions below. Your 

written responses are limited to 150 Words. Your responses must be typed, not 

handwritten. 

Your GSS MUST: 

• stick to the character limit. Each written response is limited to 150 Words

• be specific and to the point. Do not waste words on irrelevant information.

• be accompanied by supporting documents which back up ALL claims made in your
responses.

• name all supporting documentation in order of reference and fill in the table at the
bottom. (See sample SOP on next page).

When you have completed writing your responses, please fill in the supporting document 

checklist at the bottom and the financial matrix, scan the documentation in the order you 

have them listed below with your GSS and financial matrix on top and upload it as a single 

document. 

Section 1: General responses. 

Answer each of these questions by ticking the appropriate checkbox: 

Question Yes No 

Have you previously studied in Australia? 

If you answered ‘yes’ to the above question, did you complete your previous course 

If not, explain why not. (Write ‘NA’ if you have not studied in Australia before) 

Do you currently hold an Australian visa, or have you held an Australian visa in the 
past? 

Have you ever had a visa refusal or cancellation to Australia of any other country? 
If yes, give details. (Write ‘NA’ if you have never had a visa refusal or cancellation). 
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Do you have relatives in Australia? 
If yes, give details. (Write ‘NA’ if you do not have relatives in Australia). 

You should tell us what relationship they are to you and whether they are a visa holder 
or Australia citizen/PR. 

Are you married? 

Do you have dependent children? 

Do you have military service commitments in your home country or any other country 
you have an obligation to? 

Is your proposed course related to your previous study or employment? 
Do you understand the total cost of your tuition fees, accommodation and living 
expenses for the duration of your study in Australia? 
Do you have any gaps in study that exceed 6 months (for offshore students) or 2 
months (for onshore students)? 
If yes, please explain the reason for the gap and what you were doing during the gap. 
(Write ‘NA’ if you do not have gaps). 
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Section 2: Genuine Student responses. 

Instructions for Section 2. 

• The first 5 questions are EXACTLY what you will be asked to respond to in your visa application.
When we assess your responses, we will be considering them from both a Vocational AND visa
perspective. It is essential that both the responses AND documentation you provide to us are exactly
the same as the responses and documentation you provide in your application for a student visa.
• You must respond to ALL questions. If you have NOT previously studied in Australia, please write
“Not applicable” as the response to question 5.
• DO NOT leave question 4 blank. This is your chance to provide additional supporting information
about your circumstances, background and plans that are NOT covered in the other questions. As
with the other questions, your MUST back up ALL claims made with supporting documentation.
• All responses MUST be accompanied by supporting documentation. The supporting
documentation should be clearly and logically labelled AND listed in the supporting documents
checklist.
• Claims made that are NOT backed up by supporting documentation will NOT be given significant
weight when assessing your eligibility under the Genuine Student Test.
• Use the table below as a guide to the type of information you should consider in your responses.
• Your responses are limited to 150 Words.

Ques 
No. 

Focus What you must talk about 

1 Your current 
circumstances 

You MUST comment on and provide evidence of your family, 
social, cultural, religious, and financial/economic ties to your 
home country. You MUST support your stated ties with 
documentary evidence and the evidence MUST clearly 
demonstrate significant incentives for you to return to your home 
country upon completion of your qualification. *Attach 
supporting evidence for each claim 

2 Why you chose 
Australia and your 
nominated RTO 

You MUST show that you have a good understanding of Australia and 
your nominated education provider and the course you will study. Talk 
about your course structure and any specific units that are of particular 
interest and that will benefit your future. Tell us about your campus 
and why you chose it. *Attach supporting evidence for each claim 

3 Benefits of this 
course to your 
future 

How is your proposed course relevant to your future 
employment? Show that your proposed course is in demand in 
your home country. Demonstrate a strong career plan and how 
this course will help achieve career goals. Include information and 
evidence of your return on investment (ROI) and the economic 
benefits this course will provide you when you complete. *Attach 
supporting evidence for each claim 

4 Other relevant 
information 

Do not leave this section blank. This is your opportunity to provide 
further relevant information to support your application. You 
should concentrate on demonstrating how you are a genuine 
student and show us how much you know about your intended 
course and its impact in your future. *Attach supporting evidence 
for each claim 
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5 Australian study 
history 

Give specific details about ALL study you have previously 
undertaken in Australia, including when you completed your 
course on time, whether you completed all assessment, whether 
you changed courses and /or providers at any time (and explain 
why). *Attach supporting evidence for each claim 

6 Compare your 
prospective salary 
in your home 
country with 
Australia 

You MUST compare your prospective salary in your home country 
with your prospective earnings in Australia and clearly state why 
you have strong incentives to return to your home country even 
though your prospective earnings may be higher in Australia. 
*Attach supporting evidence for each claim

7 Proposed living 
arrangements 

Explain your proposed living arrangements in Australia and show 
evidence of research. *Attach supporting evidence for each claim 

Write your Genuine Student response to each question in the space provided below. 

Remember: You MUST back up ALL claims made with supporting documentation, which should be 
clearly labelled, listed in the supporting document table below, and attached with this document. 

1: Give details of your current circumstances, including ties to family, community, employment 

and economic circumstances. (Max: 150 Words). *Attach supporting evidence for each claim. 

2: Explain why you wish to study this course in Australia with your nominated RTO, including 

your clear understanding of the requirements of the intended course and studying and living in 

Australia. (Max: 150 Words). *Attach supporting evidence for each claim. 
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3: Explain how completing this course will be of benefit to you. (Max: 150 Words). *Attach 

supporting evidence for each claim. 

4: Give any other relevant details that you’d like to include. (Max: 150 Words). *Attach 
supporting evidence for each claim. 

5: If you have previously studied in Australia, provide a detailed history of your study record in 

Australia from the first date of arrival. (Max: 150 Words). Note: if you have previously not 

studied in Australia, write “Not applicable” in the text box. 
*Attach supporting evidence for each claim.
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6: Compare your prospective salary in your home country with your prospective earnings in 

Australia and clearly state why you have strong incentives to return to your home country even 

though your prospective earnings may be higher in Australia. *Attach supporting evidence for 

each claim. 

7: Explain your proposed living arrangements in Australia and show evidence of research. *Attach 

supporting evidence for each claim 

Supporting document checklist. 
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Please clearly label your documents (e.g. ‘Computer Society membership’, ‘Australian salary 

comparison’, ‘Evidence of tax rate in home country’, etc. 

Question Document name 

Example 2 Evidence to support return on investment (ROI) claims 

Example 3 Evidence to demonstrate that cybersecurity is in demand 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 Additional evidence for any other claims made 

DECLARATION 

• I declare that I have a genuine intention to study the course for which I have applied and
that I have access to sufficient funds to cover travel expenses, tuition fees and living
expenses for the duration of my studies and to support my dependent’s as declared in this
document.

• I declare that the information provided by me in this application form is true and correct,
and it relates specifically and solely to me as an individual.

• The RTO may refuse my application or cancel my enrolment if any information is found to
be incorrect or misleading.

• I understand that by completing this application, I am giving written consent for The RTO
to independently verify the information supplied by me and any agents in this form and to
provide further documents as requested.

• I declare that I am a Genuine Temporary Entrant and a Genuine Student.

• I acknowledge that I have read the ‘Terms and Conditions’ located online at
www.gesseducation.com.au and the Student Handbook and I have a clear understanding
that I am bound to adhere to the policies and requirements as set-out.

I acknowledge that I have read and understood The RTOs refund policy. I understand that by 
completing and sending the required payment with this form I am applying for enrolment into the 
course indicated above and will receive further information from the College in relation to 
confirming my enrolment. I also understand that this is an application to study and fees associated 
with this application only relate to the application to study and there are further tuition fees and 
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associated costs. Confirmation of details and arrangement for the payment of tuition fees and 
associated costs will be included in the Enrolment Agreement which will be issued once my 
application has been assessed. I understand the DHA has the right to reject my application prior to 
issuing an Enrolment Agreement and that the attached application fee is non-refundable. 

Applicant Name 

Signature Date 

AGENT DECLARATION (If applicable) 

I confirm that I have assessed the applicant against the Genuine Temporary Entrant and Genuine 
Student criteria as determined by the Department of Home Affairs (DHA). I believe that the 
applicant is sincere and fully intends to successfully complete all programs listed in the application 
to the best of their ability. I have made every effort to verify the authenticity and legitimacy of all 
the documentation which forms part of this application. I have assessed the financial capacity of 
the applicant and I am satisfied that the applicant has genuine access to the total funds required, 
while in Australia, to cover all travel, OSHC, tuition and living costs for themselves and their 
dependents. 

 I confirm that I have verified the above-mentioned applicant’s financial documents and I am satisfied 
that this ‘Prospective Student Financial Declaration Form’ contains the correct information and has 
been signed by him/her in my presence. I am further satisfied that he/she possesses access to the 
funds detailed above and that these funds are genuine and to be used solely to pay for the intended 
course. 

 As an SVP authorised RTO agent, I/we take full responsibility for verifying any of the information 
provided in this SVP application on behalf of DSM and that DSM may take action under that 
agreement, including the cancellation of the agreement for any false or misleading information or 
breach of the Code of Conduct 

Agent Name 

Signature Date 
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